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for the care of the needy and the sick, and for the burial of the dead,
necessarily find their place in the statutes.

These statutes are followed by the matriculaof the notaries from 1219
•to 1280,_and by various regulations of the municipal statutes of 1288 and
other documents relating to the arts. Important above all, however, is
the civic code of 1248, the first of its kind known, with supplements of 1251
and fragments of 1258,1288, and 1295. Nowhere, probably, is it possible
to get so close to the method of election of the anciani and corresponding
magistracies in other towns, and of the ever-shifting special and general
councils. At Bologna can be traced the precise relation of the arts to the
municipal government, the respective shares of lot and nomination in the
elections, the joint representation of locality and guild, which marks the
fusion of older and newer constitutional forms. The supreme magistracy,
the anciani, appears to be absolutely under the control of the arts ; its
members may neither speak against the will of the majority of the officials
of the arts, nor even confer with the chief executive officer, the podestd,
without their knowledge and consent. The art is the unit, political,
military, commercial, and religious. £ . ABMSTBONG.

The National Movement in the Reign of Henry III and its Culmina-
tion in the Barons' War. By OLIVES H. RICHABDSON, A.B., Professor
of History in Drury College. (New York: The Macmillan Company.
1897.)

THE object of this little volume is stated to be to portray, first, those
movements which tended to denationalise the church and state of Eng-
land, and, second, those counter-movements which resulted in the complete
triumph of the national principle and the establishment of the constitu-
tion upon a basis both national and popular. As a sketch of the constitu-
tional development of English institutions from the beginning of Henry
Ill 's reign to the end of the barons' war it is, from its own point of
view, successful enough. So far as his researches extend, Professor
Bichardson has consulted both contemporary and modern authorities with
diligence and care. His point of view is that which accepts Simon de
Montfort as the founder of the house of commons, and makes of him a
somewhat immaculate hero, who could neither do nor imagine anything
wrong. But his knowledge of authorities is by no means complete; he does
not appear to be acquainted with Professor Prothero's or M. B£mont's
Life of Simon de Montfort, nor even with the English translation
of Dr. Pauli's Life; Blaauw"s ' Barons' "War ' is cited from the edition
of 1844 instead of from Pearson's edition of 1871; among contemporary
authorities there is no reference to the valuable continuation of Gervase
of Canterbury, nor to the ' Annales Londonienses' in Bishop Stubbs's
1 Chronicles of Edward I and Edward IT' (though they are once referred to
as Add. MS. 5444 through Pauli); whilst the ' Flores Historiarum' are
quoted from the old edition of' Matthew of Westminster.' Much use has
been made of the ' Song of Lewes,' from Wright's edition. But I cannot help
thinking that Professor Bichardson attaches too great weight to the' Song '
as an adequate theory of government from a popular point of view. In the
preface to my own edition I described its character as a party pamphlet as
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constituting its true value. If we once lose sight of its purely partisan
character, it becomes a misleading guide. It is, I think, a mistake to try
and read into the writer's words a democratic or quasi-democratic meaning.
His use of the terms communitas and universitas sometimes seems to sup-
port such a theory (as in the passage from lines 765 to 811); but what the
author would seem to have really had in vi9w was a government controlled
by the magnates or nobiles (cf. lines 540, 577-9, 505-8, 921-5, 95S).
He was, in short, the pamphleteer of the oligarchical party of his time
and not the prophet of a democratic movement. The partisanship of the
writer of the ' Song of Lewes' comes out also in his laboured defence of
Earl Simon from the charges brought against him; it is not a little
remarkable that these charges agree so closely with the charges con-
tained in the chronicle of the royalist Wykes; this very circumstance
in itself shows that the charges were a matter of common talk, and not
the invention of a single writer. Similarly Professor Richardson should
have used the other political poema in Wright's collection with more
caution; t$. the ' Song on the Corruptions of the Time,' quoted in notes
2 and 3 on p. 40, is found in the Bodley MS. Add. A, 44, and belongs
to the end of the twelfth century and not to the middle of the thirteenth.

C. L. KINGSFOBD.

Yorkshire Inquisitions. Vol. II. Edited by WILLIAM BBOWN, B.A. (York-
shire Archaological Society, Record Series, Vol. XXIII.) (Printed for
the Society. 1898.)

THE inquisitions {post-mortem and ad quod davmuvi), the substance of
which is here given in English, come from the years which lie between
1283 and 1295. We must, I fear, agree with their accomplished editor
when be says that they are inferior in interest to those published in his
first volume. A series of medieval records often puts its best foot fore-
most. People seem to tire of writing down some of those details which
they perhaps could take for granted, but we cannot. However, besides
materials for the genealogist, there is much in this volume which will
be welcome to students of legal and economic history. The general im-
pression that it will leave upon their minds will, so I think, be that on
the estates of the laity in Yorkshire there was much less villeinage or
bondage of an onerous kind than might have been expected. So far as
we can see, very little ' week work ' is being done, and there are many
small freeholders. But it is easy to make mistakes about this matter,
and I am not quite sure that even Mr. Brown, whose work is of the best
kind, has not made one. He says tha t ' a very striking instance of what
may be termed the enfranchisement of the bondmen occurs in No. LVL,
where a man holds in bondage nine bovates and nine tofts at Ostwick, in
Holderness, by the free service of one marc yearly.' I should like to
submit to Mr. Brown's better judgment that the phrase tenert in bondagto
can be used in two different senses. You may and oftenest will apply it
to the tenant who does bondage services; but you may also apply it to
that tenant's lord. It is common to find a contrast drawn between what
a man holds in dominicp and what he holds in scrvitio ; and what he
holds ' in service' is what is held of him by another man who does him
service. It might in our own day be said of the lord of a manor that he
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